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Simpsonville teacher tells House panel teacher 
training critical for improving math and science skills 
Inglis highlights Dodd and other award winning math and science teachers; calls 

them essential to student’s future success 

 

Today, at a full hearing of the House Committee on Science, Rep. Bob Inglis (R-SC) applauded 
the work of Bryson Middle School math teacher Joyce Dodd and other recipients of the 2004 Presidential 
Award for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching, the nation’s highest commendation for math 
and science teachers. 

 “Your ability to impart passion is a gift,” Inglis said. “We all have a story of how a great teacher 
changed the way we thought, not just about the subject matter, but about the world. You are 
acknowledged as our nation’s greatest teachers and our greatest resource for reaching our children with 
the message: math and science are essential to your future success.” 

Dodd was one of five recipients to testify before the committee Thursday in the annual hearing 
where legislators listen to testimony from teachers on how the federal government can help improve K-12 
math and science education. 

 In her opening statement, Mrs. Dodd pointed to professional development as the government’s 
top priority in helping teachers prepare students. 

 “The single most important step that the federal government should take to improve math and 
science education in this country is to improve pre-service and in-service training for teachers of 
mathematics in elementary and middle schools. When math teachers in these classrooms do not have a 
strong background in mathematics, that deficit impacts both the content and the process of their 
teaching.” 

 Inglis, chairman of the Research Subcommittee on Science, cited K-12 teachers on the front lines 
in preparing students for their future and to helping to shrink a growing innovation gap. 

 “The Department of Labor estimates that there will be six million job openings for scientists and 
engineers per year, compared to over half-million per year in China and India,” Inglis said. “Sixty percent 
of new jobs will require a solid mathematical background. Think about auto mechanics; they need to be 
able to read graphs, understand timing diagrams and reset microprocessors.  

“All that involves work that you’re preparing your students to do.” 
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